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SALT Treaty Gets &

By Vernon A. Guidry Jr.

Washington Star Staff Writer

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are “not
really enthusiasts” for the SALT II
treaty, acknowledged one of their -
number, Adm. T.B. Hayward, the
Chief of Naval Operations.

But the chiefs appeared before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
yesterday to give a guarded, condi-

tional endorsement to the new

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty
with the Soviet Union. Their aim
was clear. Hayward put it this way:
“Pressure decision-makers.”

According to the chiefs, “SALT.II
is a modest but useful step in a l6ng-
range process which must include -
the resolve to provide adequate capa-
bilities to maintain strategic equiva--
lence.”

But Gen. David C. Jones, chairman
of the chiefs; who did most of the
testifying, declined to link any par-
ticular defense programs 1o support “:
for the treaty and bristled at any -
“implication of being bought off.”

Jones insisted that “regardless of
the outcome of the SALT I ratifica-
tion process, there is an urgent need
to proceed resolutely and deliber-

ately with a well-thought-out pro- |

gram of force modernization, both to
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avoid the undesirable international
consequences of strategic inferiority
and to create the necessary incen-
tives for Soviet agreement to
significant reductions as the arms
control process continues.”

Criticizeg Civilians. -
Jones was critical of past civilian
masters of the military. He claimed

that previous administrations were
given military advice that, if fol-

‘lowed, would have-left the nation
better off in the 1980s and made the.
Russians more agreeable to signifi-

cant arms reductions in the round of

- SALT negotiations just completed.

The four chiefs and their chair-
man sat side-by-side:at,the witness
tablein the big Senate Caucus Room,
from time to time outnumbering the
senators who questioned them as the

long afternoon of SALT testxrnony '
. Wore on.

.<Despite d1ffermg devrees of con-
cern among the joint chlefs of staff
on specific aspects of SALT 11,” Jones
tesified, “‘all of us judge that the
agreement which the. president
signed in Vienna 1s m the U S. na-
tional interest. . :
Chief among those concerns was
one that the mere existence of a
treaty would lull the public into be-

lieving that a larger expenditure for ..

a strengthened strategic arsenal was
not necessary.

The chiefs did have specmc con-
cerns and they voiced some of them
yesterday.

For one thing they were
concerned about the ability of the

United States to adquately monitor

Soviet behavior in order to veriiy-

c_qmpliance with the new treaty.
“Our review of these matters indi-
cated that the U.S, ability to monitor

Soviet comphance with the many
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provmons of the agreement vary |
-substantially,” Jones . Thus,
there are risks in this area of the
' treaty, he said, adding that the
chieis on balance found the risks

“acceptable provided we pursue
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vigorously challengess to question- |

able Soviet practices, improvements

in the capability of our monitoring
assets, and modenmzauon of our
~strategic forces.”

. Another of the cmefs concerns
was the treaty provision that per-
‘mits the Soviet Union to retain 308 of

", its mammoth $S-18 1ntercont1nental

| mMissiles..
The chlefs would have preferred ’

;

“a major reduction” to cut down on

. the payload the Russians can hurl.at»

i

the United States. At the same time,,

. Jones said limiting the Soviet Union’

to 10 warheads did go some of the"

way toward denying them the full
ause of this throwweight advantave
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